

ODOT Representative Neal Rice, Vice Chairman Linda 
Capps, Business Committeeman Hilton Melot And Deputy 
Administrator Bob Trousdale Pose With New Sign 

Signs announce boundaries 

Recognizing the boundaries Transportation (ODOT) has 
of the Citizen Potawatomi installed green-with-white- 

Nation's former historic reser- lettering signs marking those 
vation and its current tribal boundaries, 
jurisdiction is now much easier. The signs inform motorists 
The Oklahoma Department of Please turn to page 16 


CPN-Net debuts as newest service, 


area teachers given free access 


By MICHAEL DODSON 

CPN Director of Public Information 

The Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation has rolled out its newest 
service. CPN-Net is an Internet 
access service offered through 
the capabilities of the Nation's 
computer networking depart- 
ment. 

For a small monthly fee, 
anyone with a computer and a 
modem can get all the Internet 
access he wants through CPN- 
Net. With a few notable excep- 
tions, that fee is $15 per month. 
There is a $20 setup fee for all 
accounts, including those that 
are available at reduced charges 
to tribal members and teachers. 

The service is available at a 
reduced rate of $10 per month 
to Citizen Potawatomi tribal 
members. As an educational 
service and tool, CPN-Net is 
available at no charge to active 
kindergarten through senior 
high school teachers who work 
in the Shawnee, Tecumseh or 
Bethel, Oklahoma school 
districts. 

For $100, CPN-Net will 
provide on-site setup and 
testing of the Internet access for 
computers that have either 
Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 as 
a user interface. 

CPN-Net accountholders 
receive one e-mail box and 5 
MB of web space with their 
account. The e-mailbox address 
will be styled <account 
name>@CPN-Net.com. 

CPN-Net Accountholders 
also receive: 24-hours-a-day, 7- 
days-a-week TCP/IP dialup 
connection; Internet access 


through a bank of 33.6K analog 
modems; access to UseNet 
newsgroups; and, the conve- 
nience and speed of a dedicated 
T1 line connection to the 
Internet. 

"Offering this service makes 
sense because we have both the 
computer space and high- 
quality telephone line band- 
width available," said John A. 


"Rocky" Barrett, Jr., Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Chairman. 

Anyone interested in signing 
up for Internet access through 
CPN-Net can do so by accessing 
its website at www. CPN- 
Net. com or by writing, calling, 
e-mailing, or faxing CPN-Net. 

To help potential subscribers 
and users understand what is 
Please turn to page 6 


Governor visits tribal headquarters 
to observe intergovernmental project 


By MICHAEL DODSON 

CPN Director of Public Information 

Gov. Frank Keating has come 
came away from a tour of the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
tribal offices very impressed. 
The governor visited the 
Nation's headquarters to 
examine an example of 
cooperation between a tribal 
government and a municipal 
government. 

Gov. Keating's visit was part 
of a day of activities that 
featured a gubernatorial cabinet 
meeting in Tecumseh, just two 
miles south of the Citizen 
Potawatomi offices. The entire 
cabinet and a contingent of 
Tecumseh officials joined Gov. 
Keating at the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation headquar- 
ters. 

Linda Capps, Potawatomi 
Nation Vice Chairman, briefed 
Keating on a project that has the 
Potawatomi Computer Net- 
work Telecommunications 
Department providing services 
to the Tecumseh city govern- 



Vice Chairman Linda 
Capps Presents Gov. 
Keating With A Pendleton 
Blanket 

ment. Capps also described the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation's 
recent roll-out of an Internet 
provider service (IPS). 

Keating and Dr. Floyd 

Please turn to page 7 
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Kathryn Margaret Spear 

Kathryn Margaret Spear died Satur- 
day, January 24, 

1998, in Orange, 

California, follow- 
ing a week-long 
struggle with a 
heart ailment. Me- 
morial services 
were held Thurs- 
day, January 29th, 
at 1 p.m. in Brown 
Colonial Chapel, 

204 W. 17th St., 

Santa Ana. A pri- 
vate committal service was held Jan. 30 at 
Forest Lawn, Covina Hills. 

Bom Aug. 15, 1931, in Choctaw, Okla- 
homa, Kathy and her husband Bernard 
Alan Spear were co-owners of Halear, Inc. 
which operated Preston Scientific, a well- 
known electronic instruments manufac- 
turer located in the Anaheim, California, 
area. Mrs. Spear had been active in the 
company until her death. 

In addition to her husband, Kathy is 
survived by a son, James (Kerry) Oliver; 
grandsons Michael and Brandon; her 
mother,Thelma Morris; sister, Jeannie 
(Thomas) Smith; twin brother, Kenneth 
Anderson; brother, Richard; sister-in-law, 
Bonnie (Brantly) Holt; several nieces and 
a nephew; a large extended family; and 
countless friends in Orange County and 
around the world. 
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The HowNiKan is published by the Busi- 
ness Committee of the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation with offices at 1601 Gordon Cooper 
Drive, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801 . 

The HowNiKan is mailed free to enrolled 
tribal members. Subscriptions to non-mem- 
bers are available for $10 annually in the 
United States and $12 for foreign countries. 

The HowNiKan is a member of the Native 
American Journalists Association. Reprint 
permission is granted with publication credit 
to the HowNiKan and the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation. 

All letters and submissions become the 
property of the HowNiKan. Editorials and let- 
ters are subject to editing and must contain a 
traceable address. Final selection of material 
for publication is subject to approval by the 
Business Committee. 

All correspondence should be directed to 
HowNiKan, 1601 Gordon Cooper Drive, Shaw- 
nee, Ok. 74801. Address changes should be 
sent to Potawatomi Tribal Rolls, 1601 Gordon 
Cooper Drive, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation Business Committee 
Chairman - John A. “Rocky” Barrett Jr. 
Vice Chairman - Linda Capps 
Sec ./Treasurer - Gene Bruno 
Committeeman - Hilton Melot 
Committeeman - Jerry P. Motley 


Toll-Free Number: 1-800-880-9880 
http://www.potawatomi.org 


Jodi Lee Lewis 

Jodi Lee Lewis, age 26, of Richton Park, 
Illinois, died Thursday, March 26, 1998, at 
Hazel Crest Hospital. She was born Octo- 
ber 7, 1971, in Chicago Heights, Illinois, to 
Dale and Barbara Lewis. 

She graduated from Rich South High 
School in 1990 and Prairie State College in 
1993 with a degree in child development. 
She worked as a teacher at the Learning 
Tree Daycare. 

She was the great-great-granddaugh- 
ter of Francis Lester Lewis and Letitia 
Rosella Hartman. 

Jodi is survived by her parents Dale 
and Barbara Lewis; four sisters, Patricia 
(Jerry) Rusthoven of Texas, Debora Lewis 
of Illinois, Christine (Jerry) Lisle of Indi- 
ana, Dena Remer of Illinois; a brother. 
Dean (Mellisa) Lewis of Illinois; three 
nieces and 2 nephews; many aunts, uncles, 
and cousins throughout the country. 

Patrick Tierney 

Patrick "Racker" Tierney died Tues- 
day, April 7, 1998, in Pearson, Oklahoma, 
at the age of 73. 

He was born February 12, 1925, in 
Trousdale to Patrick Sr. and Myrtie (Glass) 
Tierney. He was reared in southern 
Pottawatomie County and attended Adell 
and Progress Schools. 

He served 20 years in the U.S. Navy, 
serving in World War II, Korea and Viet- 
nam, and retired as a chief petty officer in 
1965. He had received the Good Canduct 
Medal, Korean Service Medal and Na- 
tional Defense Service Medal. He worked 
as a real estate agent in Forks,Washington 
and had lived in Pearson since 1977. He 
was a member of Shawnee VFW Post 1317, 
Tecumseh American Legion Hill-Huett 
Post 260 and a member of the Forks, Wash., 
Lions Club. 

He was preceeded in death by his par- 
ents and numerous brothers and sisters. 
Surviving are two sons, Shane Tierney 
and Lon Tierney, both of Seattle, Wash.; 
stepdaughter Mary Ann Krueger, 
Pensacola, Fla.; sister Theresa Pat (Tierney) 
Day, Los Alamos, N.M., and two 
stepgrandchildren. 

Services were held at 1 p.m. Friday, 
April 10, 1998, at Cooper Funeral Chapel, 
Tecumseh. The burial was in the Arling- 
ton National Cemetery. 

Mr. Tierney was the great-grandson of 
Amable Toupin and Margaret Mack 
Toupin and the grandson of Theresa 
Toupin Tierney Tarkington. 
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WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 

The office of the Trust Funds Managment on January 22,1998 issued a list of 
tribal members with UNKOWN WHEREABOUTS. These account holders 
need to notify the Tribal Rolls department of their addresses so that Trust 
Funds Managment can contact them. The list is as follows: 


Lois Levier Reinhardt 
Audrey J. Alexander 
Sarah Atchley 
Joetta Sue Bibb 
Jennifer Lynn Bruno 
Carolyn Burnett 
John Christopher 
Kathleen Copeland 
Edgar E. Copeland 
Gregory Daiker 
Patricia A. Dyson 
Frank H. Elliot 
Patsy Ruth Faulkner 
Arthur Fletcher 
Jennifer L. Golding 
Pamela Harrison 
Frederick Hazelton 
Malcom E. Hicks 
Gloria M.J. Holley 
Joanna Kane 
Robert LeClair 
Donald L. Lynn 
Bartholomew Martin 
Michele Moran 
Howard L. Mulanax 
Marie D. Newberry 
Ira Marie Phillips 
Mary J. Pyznski 
David Anthony Riat 
James F. Rodgers 
Jackson Dennis Scott III 
Goldie M. Spencer 
Trevor P. Thompson 
George J. Welday 
Stanely R. Wolfe 


Michael Abbott 
Allen Ray Arnett 
Billy Baptiste 
Naomi B. Bixby 
Shirley A. Alley 
Norma J. Burnett 
Clara Clayton 
Sharon L. Copeland 
Leroy E. Copeland 
Larry Denton 
Everett Eby 
Walter Evans 
Bobby Gene Faulkner 
William Fletcher 


Edward Adams 
Jerry Dale Arnett 
Nora E.- Barnes 
Nathan D. Blue 
Kenneth Burnett 
James Kyle Caton Jr. 
William Cook Jr. 
Eugene E. Copeland 
Davina Cromer 
Dwight B. Drake 
Charlene E. Edmon 
Carlene Faithful 
Ronald Tom Faulkner 
Ryan Frazier 


Sidonie Marika Goodin Carolle N. Harpool 


Donald E. Haskell 
Sandra C. Hedlund 
Raymond D. Hill 
Shirley J. Howell 
Joe Lee Kinslow 
Frances LeClair 
Clara A. Maggion 
Rose A. Mcllvain 
Warren E. Mulanax 
Cynthia G. Mulanax 
Terry L. Northcutt 
John W. Phillips 
Corinne Raper 
George Neil Riat 


Roderick A. Haskell 
Agnes Herlong 
Roberta Hoffman 
Frankie Kahdot 
James J. Kollath 
Raymond LeClair 
Carl E. Martin 
Barbara A. Melot 
Ricky Mulanax 
Perry D. Neddeau 
Paula Olson 
Emmet L. Phillips 
Bernice Relm 
Michael Elliot Riat 


Patricia Marie Sawtelle Janet E. Sanders 


Lenora Joan Seedorf 
Oval M. Sperry 
Marian Waddell 
Kathryn Whisenant 
Kimberly Woodell 


Sheila A. Spear 
Alonzo A. Tasier 
Kyle D. Waddell 
Patricia M. Whitt 
Julie Ann Woodell 



Tribal Eliction Nona 

The annual tribal referendum and election will be held on 
June 27, 1 998. Voting will be at the tribal complex the 
day of the election from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. Requests to 
vote an absentee ballot must be made by June 7, 1 998. 
Requests for absentee ballots must be in writing and 
include the correct mailing address, roll number and 
legal signature of the person making the request. 

A referendum budget to determine expenditures of accu- 
mulated interest from set aside funds, as well as the 
election of tribal officials, will be on the ballot. Requests 
for tribal election ballots should be mailed to: Potawatomi 
Election Committee, P.O. Box 3 1 0, Tecumseh, OK 74873. 
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An Easter egg hunt generated tons of excitement and fun for Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Day Care children, the children’s parents, and the 
day care staff. (Clockwise, from upper left) Day Care Center Director 
Donnette Littlehead and the Easter Bunny, rumored to be Tommy 
Mitchell, distributed goodies. Parents hopped down what faintly 
resembled a bunny trail. Chris Levi, son of Employment and Training 
Director Carol Clay-Levi, harvested a crop, not of Easter eggs but of 
pecans. And, Tracey Haney, of the Firelodge Community Learning 
Center staff, got egg-hunting tips from his daughter, Taryn. 


Easter Fun 


Summer Youth Employment Program begins soon 



Left: Jessica Lantagne Learns From BIA Programs Director Ed Herndon; Right: 
Robbie Primeaux Receives On-The-Job Training From Esther Lowden, Center, At 

The Museum Gift Shop 


There is no need for Indian 
youth and young adults in 
Pottawatomie, Cleveland, 
Payne, and Lincoln counties to 
wonder how they will spend 
Summer '98. Again this sum- 
mer, the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation's Employment and 
Training Program will sponsor 
a Summer Youth Employment 
Program. 

"Native Americans who are 
14 through 21 and are enrolled 
tribal members can apply for 
one of the jobs available 
through this program," said 
Teresa Vieux, program repre- 
sentative. 

"These are minimum wage 
— $5.15-an-hour — jobs. The 
participants will work 40 hours 
each week, for seven weeks," 
Vieux explained. "They will 
earn almost $1450 during the 
program, enough to be of 
valuable assistance in paying 
education expenses." 

Debbie Montgomery, a 
program spokeswoman said 
that participants will perform 
"office, clerical, maintenance, 
and similar types of work." 

According to Montgomery, 
the program can often find 
work that matches a 
participant's skills and desires. 
"We invite employers who 


would like to hire one of these 
workers to contact us," she said. 
"We have found that this is an 
excellent way for many busi- 
nesses to obtain labor to handle 
projects their permanent 
workers have not had time for." 

Vieux said that the program 
has proved to be very adept at 
helping participants learn 
workplace techniques and 
ethics. "They learn the impor- 
tance of being at work on time, 
providing a full day's effort, 


and interacting appropriately 
with supervisors and co- 
workers." 

"Of course," Montgomery 
added, "they learn and sharpen 
skills they will be able to use on 
other jobs in the future." 

Some participants have 
proved to be so adept at their 
summer jobs that they have 
been hired on a permanent 
basis. Jessica Lantagne is an 
example. She worked in the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Realty 


Office in Shawnee in the 
summer of 1997. Now, she 
works for that office on a 
permanent, part-time basis. 

"I learned responsibility, to 
be responsible for myself and 
my actions," Lantagne said. She 
believes her job has helped her 
develop skills that will be 
valuable when she begins her 
career. "I've learned how to 
interact with people, not to be 
afraid to talk to people." 

Lantagne is attending Rose 


State College in Midwest City. 
She plans to attend the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma this fall. She 
will be a Junior and will major 
in Sociology. 

In her position with the BIA 
Realty Office, Lantagne closes 
probate cases, distributes land, 
handles farming and grazing 
leases, and distributes corre- 
spondence. 

Vieux says that Lantagne's 
case is not unusual. "I've seen 
participants progress form a 
point of being very shy, with 
nothing to say to anyone, to 
being very outgoing - all in just 
seven weeks." 

Participants also receive 
classroom training. This in- 
cludes instruction in develop- 
ing a resume, computer skills, 
and life skills, such as handling 
money wisely and using a 
checking account. 

"May 22 is the deadline for 
applying for the program," 
Vieux pointed out. "Partici- 
pants will begin work on June 8 
and finish on July 24." 

Anyone who wants to apply 
for a job through the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Summer 
Youth Employment Program or 
offer a job through the program 
can call Vieux at 405-275-5269. 
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Citizen Potawatomi host first annual Spring Feast 



Potawatomis Of All Ages Gathered For The Spring Feast April 18-21 


My fellow tribal members, 
brothers and sisters. 

As you well know. Spring is 
here and all the thunders and 
the rains have made them- 
selves known. Everything is 
bursting from the bud and the 
grayness of winter is giving 
way to new life. It causes each 
of us to experience a real hope 
for new beginnings, a new 
start. 

We join others at Easter in 
celebration of the gift of new 
life and hope given to mankind 
through the Creator, the Lord 
of us all. For the majority of us, 
that faith has become a valu- 
able and inextricable part of 
our lives. 

However, many people do 
not make best use of this 
opportunity to express thanks- 
giving to the Creator for this 
new hope. I have thought 
many years about our people's 
spiritual needs — and our 
gathering as a tribal family for 
those purposes. 

Last August, our 
Bode'wadmi people from all 
the other groups, or bands, 
came together for the annual 
gathering; the fire was carried 
here and kept properly during 
that gathering. The people 
offered their many prayers 
throughout the time of the 


gathering and the power of 
those prayers was good. 

I thank our Potawatomi 
brothers and sisters, from all 
over this country, who have 
and will support us in our 
journey by praying for us. We 
extend our gratefulness for all 


the help many of you have 
given so willingly in order that 
we might find our way back. 
We share the same blood and 
many of us are willing to begin 
to accept our responsibilities. 

On April 18, many of our 
local Potawatomi families and 


other Nishnabe' friends 
gathered at a location near the 
Citizen Potawatomi Tribal 
Grounds for the first Spring 
seasonal feast that our people 
have observed in many years. 
Some good friends from the 
north joined in. 


The fire was started in the 
proper way and was watched 
throughout the four days of 
the ceremonies and through 
the end of the final feast. 

I would like to thank the 
Business Committee of the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
for willingly assisting us in this 
first Spring Feast. One thing 
that prompted me toward the 
calling of this Spring Feast was 
the annual gathering. The 
gathering of all our people or, 
at least, a representation of 
them, moved me, as I moved 
many of our people and their 
families to work toward this 
seasonal feast. 

Now there is a decision that 
must be made and I think it is 
more than a decision — it is a 
challenge to our people. Do we 
continue to grow? Do we put 
one foot in front of the other or 
do we quit? 

Knowing our people, I 
believe the answers to those 
questions are, "Yes, we will 
continue to grow and learn 
with the help of God and our 
brothers and sisters" and "No, 
we will not simply take a few 
positive steps and quit but we 
will help each other to move 
forward." 

Norman Kiker 
Tribal Chaplain 


Tribal Store #7 Celebrates Return To Gas Business 




A major celebration, featur- 
ing a KGFF-AM Radio remote 
broadcast and a ton of prize 
give-aways, marked the mid- 
March return of the tribal store’s 
gasoline sales. The pumps had 
been off for four months, allow- 
ing time for improvements that 
put the store ahead of the curve 
on environmental requirements. 

Those improvements include 
installation of above-ground 
gasoline storage tanks. 

The Grand Re-Opening gen- 
erated enhanced business and 
a lot of excitement forthe store. 

In photos from the event, at 
top left, KGFF Air Personalities 
Cindy Hines and Mike Askins 
tout the bargains and prizes 
available at the Potawatomi 
Tribal Store. At bottom left, 
Hines and Askins present a 
stuffed animal a listener/cus- 
tomer won for her child by an- 
swering a trivia question. 
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Elders Protection Program kicked off by tribe May 1 



Pictured During A Planning Meeting For The Elders Protection Center 
Are, From Left, Pottawatomie County Sheriff Weldon Cantrell, Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Police Chief Dave Kubiak, Shawnee Police Chief 
Hank Land And Coordinator Vickie Waugh. 


Recognizing the rapid expansion in 
both the local and nationwide popula- 
tion of experienced citizens, the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation is offering a new 
service to elders - both its own members 
and Native American residents of 
Pottawatomie County who are at least 
65 years old. 

John A. "Rocky" Barrett, Jr., Tribal 
Chairman, announced the debut of the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation "Elders 
Protection Center." 

"We are very pleased to be co- 
operating with the Shawnee and 
Tecumseh Police Departments and the 
Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office on 
this project," Chairman Barrett said. 

The Potawatomi Nation announce- 
ment coincided with the beginning of 
Older Americans Month on May 1. The 
observance honors the accomplishments 
and recognizes the needs and problems 
of the United States' more than 33 
million senior citizens. 

"That number represents a doubling 
in the senior citizen population since 
1963," said Vickie Waugh, Elders 
Protection Center Co-ordinator. "We 
expect the older American population to 
more than double again within the next 
32 years, approaching 70 million by 
2030." 

The Native American elders popula- 
tion within a 90-mile radius of the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation headquar- 
ters in Shawnee is 196,220, according to 
the 1990 census. Growth since then 
would make that figure more than 
220,000 in 1998. 

The Elders Protection Center will be 
built around an information and referral 
hotline. "The information line will be 
staffed by Native American senior 
citizen volunteers," Waugh explained. 
"They will field calls from Native 
American elders who are seeking 
information on such issues as health, 
financial, security, and legal concerns." 


"The telephone number for the 
hotline has not yet been activated," 
Waugh said. "At this point, we are 
recruiting volunteers." 

Dave Kubiak, Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation Police Chief, will serve as the 
lead law enforcement official on the 
project. Chief Kubiak said, "In addition 
to accepting Elders Protection Center 
hotline telephone calls, the volunteers 
will assist the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation, Shawnee and Tecumseh Police 
Departments and the Pottawatomie 
County Sheriff's Office in providing 
Native American elders services." 

"Our department will work with the 
Elders Protection Center to train volun- 
teers on the nature of frauds and scams, 
and how to recognize the people who 
perpetrate them," said Hank Land, 
Shawnee Chief of Police. "The volun- 
teers will share that knowledge with 
other elders through the Center." 

"A recent congressional report said 
that only one of every eight cases of 


elder abuse comes to light," 
Pottawatomie County Sheriff Weldon 
Cantrell said. "We believe that the 
Elders Protection Center will help us 
learn about those cases, so we can help 
these elders." 

Gary Crosby, Chief of Police in 
Tecumseh, offered his department's 
assistance. "The Tecumseh Police 
department recognizes the problems 
that senior citizens encounter with fraud 
and scams," Chief Crosby said. 

"The elders are thought of as easy 
prey and, many times, are taken advan- 
tage of. The Elders Protection Center 
will be an excellent tool for our senior 
citizens to call to ask for advice and 
help. The Tecumseh Police Department 
will help and support this center." 

Waugh said that, working with the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation Police 
Department and these local law enforce- 
ment agencies, the Elders Protection 
Center will provide seminars and other 
learning opportunities for local senior 


citizens. ’ 

"We are not seeking in anyway to 
replace the work that is being done by 
such existing senior citizens organiza- 
tions as the AARP, Retired Teachers 
Association, local senior citizens center, 
or Shawnee Mayor's Council on Aging," 
Waugh said. 

Rather, according to Waugh, the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation will co- 
operate with any existing program and 
seeks to serve in areas where needs are 
not yet being met. "We will contact the 
local senior citizens programs to learn 
how we can best co-operate with each of 
them," Waugh said. 

"Techniques and methods that work 
with other elders are not necessarily 
effective in dealing with the opportuni- 
ties and problems the Native American 
elderly face," Waugh explained. "The 
Citizen Potawatomi Elders Protection 
Center is designed to provide special 
attention to our Native American 
elders." 

The Elders Protection Center has 
received endorsements from Shawnee's 
American Association of Retired Per- 
sons chapter and Retired Senior Volun- 
teer Program. Cecil E. Johnston, presi- 
dent of AARP Chapter #1527, said, 
"Although progress has been made in 
the past in addressing elders' problems, 
there is still much to be accomplished. 
These citizens have a distinctive need 
and there does not appear to be a 
program that addresses this need." 

Waugh invited suggestions on topics 
for workshops and seminars. She said 
that any Native American senior citizen 
who wants to volunteer to assist others 
through the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Elders Protection Center can call her at 
275-3121 or 800-880-9880. 

June 15 deadline 
for pre-med summer 
program for youth 

From the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
FireLodge Program, there is word that 
the final day to submit applications for 
the Voyager Pre-Med Summer Program 
is June 15, 1998. 

Program representative Dennette 
Brand said, "If you have not submitted 
an application for your child, please do 
so as soon as possible. We're very 
pleased to say that interest in the 
Voyager Program has been heavy." 

Brand said that program supervisors 
will call parents of applicants, no later 
than June 29, 1998, to notify them 
whether their children have been 
accepted. 

Anyone who has questions about the 
Voyager Program, can get answers by 
calling Debbie Chesser at 405-275-3176. 
(For a description of the Voyager 
Program, refer to the March 1998 edition 
of the HozvNikart or check out that 
edition of the HowNiKan on-line at 
www.potawatomi.org.) 


Scout interest meeting May 26 


Nation to host 

The Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
has joined with the Last Frontier 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
to invite interested potential Scouts 
and adult volunteers to an interest 
meeting. The meeting is scheduled 
for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, at 
the Long Room in the former Tribal 
Administration Building. The ad- 
dress is 1901 South Gordon Cooper 
Drive in Shawnee. 

Bob Trousdale, Deputy Adminis- 
trator, said, "If interest is sufficient, 
we would like to join with the Last 
Frontier Council to establish a Cub 
Scout Pack, a Boy Scout Troop, and/ 
or an Explorer Post." 

Chris Daughtrey, a Last Frontier 
Council District Executive, told the 
HoivNiKan, "We need to have about 
five adults and five young people for 
any one program - Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, or Explorers." 


According to Daughtrey, "There are 
scouting programs for young people 
from five or six years old through 20 
years old." 

Cub Scouts serves boys who are in 
first through fifth grade. Boy Scouting is 
for males from sixth-grade age through 
17 years old. Explorers is coed and 
accepts young people who are 14 
through 20 years old. 

Daughtrey explained, "Cub Scouting 
activities are designed to help boys have 
fun. In Boy Scouts, our goals is to 
develop initiative in our members." 

The Explorers, with adult guidance 
and advice, run Explorer programs. 
They are designed to allow members to 
learn more about specific career possi- 
bilities. 

Daughtrey also announced a Cub 
Scout Day Camp, to be held at St. 
Gregory's University, from June 1 
through June 6 — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 


day. 

"Day camp participants will shoot 
B-B guns and bows-and-arrows, 
swim, make crafts, fish, and play 
games," Daughtrey said. 

Cost for the day camp is $30. 
According to Daughtrey, the Last 
Frontier Council has resources for 
some scholarships that pay up to half 
that cost. 

Trousdale joined Daughtrey in 
extending a cordial invitation to the 
interest meeting to all interested 
adults and youngsters. "This is an 
excellent opportunity for the Nation 
to join with an outside group to make 
an opportunity for wholesome 
development activities available to 
young tribal members and others," 
Trousdale said. 

Anyone who is interested can call 
Chris Daughtrey at 273-0910 for more 
information. 
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Newest enterprise makes internet service available 



Gov. Frank Keating, Left, Talks With Tribal Webmaster Stephen Nolen, 
Center, And Vice Chairman Linda Capps About The Nation's Newest 
Service And A Cooperative Project With The City Of Tecumseh 


Continued from page 1 

available, the HoivNiKan submitted a list 
of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's) 
to CPN-Net Webmaster Stephen 
Nolen.... 

HowNiKan: Why is the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation offering CPN-Net? 

Stephen Nolen: The CPN Networking 
Department, along with CPN Tribal 
leaders, sees a need for local Internet 
access for Tribal Members, local K-12 
educators, and local citizens. In addi- 
tion, CPN has available existing and/ or 
economically expandable capability to 
provide dialup Internet access. In fact, it 
has been in use by several employees for 
some time. These resources are at a very 
low use during off-peak times (6:00 
p.m.-6:00 a.m.) and can be used for such 
a venture. It is estimated that most 
dialup users will use the resources 
during this off-peak time. However, the 
service will be available 24 hours a day. 

HKN: What uses can a CPN-Net 
account-holder make of the 5 MB of 
web server space that accompanies 
opening an account? How large and 
sophisticated a website can an account- 
holder expect to be able to put up in 5 
MB of space? 

SN: A CPN-Net user can use his web 
space for any acceptable web site he 
would like to create. There are literally 
millions of different things that can be 
done with a site. The Uniform Resource 
Locator, or URL, of the CPN-Net 
customer web sites will be http:/ / 
www.CPN-Net.com /~<username > 

such as http:/ / www.CPN-Net.com/ 
-nolen . The personal web site will be 
limited only by the acceptable use 
contract found at http://www.cpn- 
net.com / Policies / default.htm and the 
5MB of space. 

Five megabytes of drive space is quite 
substantial, especially for the low/no 
cost service offered by CPN-Net. Most 
Internet Service Providers provide 2MB 
of space, at the most, with normal 
accounts, with additional space costing 
additional dollars. The only other 
limitation is that personal accounts — 
Tribal, Educator, or otherwise — are for 
personal use only; commercial use is not 
allowed. Commercial options may well 
be made available in the future, but 
commercial use is not allowed on 
personal accounts. 

HKN: Is technical assistance for 
using that web server space available? 
If so, how and where can that assis- 
tance be obtained? 

SN: Technical assistance for publish- 
ing to the user's web site will be pro- 
vided online through http:// 
www.CPN-Net.com/Support . Cur- 
rently, the support page provides other 
helpful features on using the Internet 
and will continue to grow with assis- 
tance specific to CPN-Net and its 
customers. Assistance for developing 
these web sites cannot be provided 
directly, due to the low cost nature of 
the service. However, the best place to 
learn about the Internet and web 
publishing is the Internet itself. Once 
online, the resources for learning about 
not only the Internet but nearly any 
other interest are available. 


HKN: Is special software, such as 
that provided free by AOL, MSN, and 
other ISP's, needed to set up a CPN- 
Net account? 

SN: CPN-Net DOES NOT require 
any proprietary or special software to 
access its services. The Internet standard 
TCP/IP protocol is used to connect to 
our modems and the Internet. This 
protocol is available on Windows 95/ 
NT and Mac systems as standard items 
although some setup may be required to 
implement them. 

To assist first-time users, CPN-Net 
provides step-by-step paperwork for 
setting up a Windows 95 system, 
including the TCP/IP protocol and 
dialup adapter settings along with the 
user's account information, after signup. 
Mac setup procedures should follow 
soon. Other systems are not covered but 
can still be connected to our system, if 
the user has the knowledge. 

HKN: How much free hard drive 
space does an account-holder need to 
set up a CPN-Net account on his 
computer? What are the other hardware 
requirements? 

SN: The basic requirements to utilize 
CPN-Net services are: a Windows 95/ 
NT, Mac, or other computer; a 14.4K or 
faster modem; and, a telephone line. 
Currently CPN-Net supports up to 
33.6K modem connections and users 
should really be using at least a 28.8K 
speed modem for optimum Internet use. 

Hard drive space requirements are 
totally dependent upon the operating 
system (Windows or Mac) and which 
widely available Internet access pro- 
gram, or 'browser', is used. For example, 
Microsoft Internet Explorer version 3.0x 
is included on nearly all Windows 95 or 
NT systems; it needs only to be set up as 
per the instructions included with the 
account paperwork. The new generation 
— '4.0‘ — browsers occupy considerably 
more hard drive space. 

HKN: Is CPN-Net service available 
free to all Citizen Potawatomi tribal 
members who are school teachers and 
live within the Oklahoma City toll-free 


calling area? 

SN: Yes, CPN-Net service is available 
to CPN Tribal Members who are active 
K-12 teachers in the Oklahoma City 
calling area. This includes all of the OkC 
area and expands out to a very large 
geographical region around OkC. All 
other Tribal Members can have access 
for the special $10/month rate billed 
Quarterly. Additionally, local Shawnee, 
Tecumseh, and Bethel Oklahoma active 
K-12 teachers will have free access to 
CPN-Net providing needed personal 
online resources for these critical people 
who provide for our children's future. 

HKN: What does CPN-Net's having 
a "dedicated T1 Connection to the 
Internet" mean to account-holders? 

SN: Primarily it means a faster 
connection to the Internet with fewer 
delays caused by local equipment. For 
example, if you are calling from 
Shawnee to a provider whose equip- 
ment resides in Oklahoma City, the 
connection must pass through the 
Shawnee telephone company's Central 
Office (CO), travel across the phone 
lines to an Oklahoma City-based CO, 
and then on to the provider's site or 
connection location. 

At CPN-Net, that same call goes to 
the CO, to our modem, and then directly 
to the 1.44 Megabit T1 digital connection 
to the Internet. It also means better 
connection rates for local users since the 
modems do not have such long dis- 
tances to transmit their information. 

Typically, a Shawnee user will be 
very lucky to obtain a 28.8K or better 
connection while dialing into Oklahoma 
City while they usually receive a 28.8K 
or better connection while dialing in to 
such a close-by provider. Connection 
rates, however, cannot be guaranteed 
due to the many variables involved and 
lack of control over the telephone 
companies' equipment. However, the 
odds of getting a better connection are 
much higher for local users. 

HNK: How likely is it that this 
venture will produce a positive net 
monetary return to the Nation? 


SN: Monetary return has not been the 
primary issue in providing online 
resources to the CPN service area and 
Tribal Members. As such, no in-depth 
studies or fiscal analyses have been 
performed nor are they anticipated. The 
goal is "Low Cost - No Frills - All 
Connection". This keeps the end user's 
cost low and avoids large staffing to 
support user-end software. 

Our goal is to provide the connection 
and online help. The most expensive 
part of providing such $ service is 
usually the manpower for answering 
novice computer users' questions and 
repeatedly providing setup information. 
By keeping this cost at a minimum, 
CPN-Net can continue to provide an 
extremely low cost connection without 
having to staff up with support person- 
nel. 

HKN: How will an account-holder 
use his e-mail capabilities? How easy 
will it be to attach files to his e-mail 
messages? 

SN: The CPN-Net e-mail account 
provides the ability to e-mail messages, 
documents, pictures, or other digital 
data to anyone in the world. The ease of 
use issue is completely based on the e- 
mail program the user decides to utilize. 
Some make file attachments easy, others 
might not. 

The CPN-Net e-mail system is 
"POP3"-based. That means that any 
mail program that can read/ send 
POP3/SMTP mail can be used. This 
includes the Internet Mail program 
provided free from Microsoft, the built- 
in e-mail capabilities in Netscape and 
many, many other POP3/SMTP mail 
programs. We provide information on 
how to setup the Microsoft Internet Mail 
program, along with the sign-up infor- 
mation. If the user wishes to use another 
e-mail program, he has that option. 

Additional Comments: Signing up 
for CPN-Net Internet service is quite 
easy. Simply call 405-275-3121 and 
request a sign-up packet or mail your 
request to CPN-Net, c/o Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation, 1601 S Gordon 
Cooper Dr., Shawnee OK 74801-8699, or 
fax the request to 405-878-4668, or e-mail 
your request to Order@CPN-Net.com . 

Please, include your name and postal 
mailing address. You will receive the 
documents you need to sign up. If you 
are already online and wish to change 
providers, visit our site at http:// 
www.CPN-Net.com and go to the sign- 
up page. From there, you can complete 
and print the sign up form and mail it in 
with your payment for an even faster 
way of getting online. 

Read and complete the forms and 
postal mail them back to CPN-Net at the 
above address along with your payment 
or credit card information. After your 
information has been validated (tribal 
membership, active educator, etc.), you 
will receive a packet containing your 
dialup and setup information. Follow 
the directions and get online. 

In summary: It's 1) Request packet, 2) 
Read and Complete packet, 3) Return 
w/payment to CPN-Net, 4) Receive 
account information, 5) Setup your 
computer and dial up the net. 
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Above: Vice Chairman 
Capps Visits With Secretary 
of Commerce Ronnie 
Rosenfeld, Center, And 
Secretary of Finance and 
Revenue Tom Daxon. At 
Left: CPN Public 
Information Director 
Michael Dodson Interviews 
The Governor 


Left: Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin, Gov. Frank Keating Thank Vice 
Chairman Linda Capps For The Shawl And Blanket . Below, 
Gov. Keating Greets Tribal Rolls Director Mary Farrell 




Gov. Keating, Lt. Gov. Fallin Discuss Issues With Vice Chairman 
Capps, Secretary-Treasurer Gene Bruno 


Governor praises CPN cooperative effort, teacher access 


Continued from page 1 

Coppedge, Education Secretary, were 
especially interested in Capps' explana- 
tion that the IPS is available at no charge 
to all teachers in the Shawnee, 
Tecumseh, and Bethel School Districts. 

"We want teachers to be able to use 
our CPN-Net at home, as well as in the 
classroom, to maximize its value to 
them in improving their quality of 
instruction," Capps said. 

Stephen Nolen, Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation Webmaster, told Gov. Keating, 
"We felt like this would be an excellent 
opportunity to offer educators in our 
area access to the net. Some of the 
schools are not set up yet and, even in 
instances in which they are, teachers 
might not have access to it in their 
homes." 

Gov. Keating explained that he is 
seeking legislative approval for funding 
to finish work on OneNet, the state 
government fiber optic/computer 
connection among cities and towns from 


all parts of Oklahoma. 

The Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Internet connection is made via a T-l 
telephone circuit, leased from OneNet at 
a reduced charge. 

"We're providing a real challenge to 
the legislature," the governor said. "I 
have fully agreed to use Rainy Day 
Fund money to finish OneNet. That's an 
example of a one-time expenditure that 
will lower costs." 

Gov. Keating touted OneNet's 
capabilities to provide internet access to 
schools, libraries, and government 
offices across the state. He also praised 
the ability to use OneNet for video 
conferencing. 

"To be able to just sit down, turn it 
on, and begin your meeting (without 
traveling to distant locations), is really a 
wonderful savings of travel costs and 
time," Keating said. 

In an interview. Gov. Keating said, 
"It's important to understand that the 
Indian tribes of Oklahoma are assets of 
the state. It's in our collective best 


interest to ensure that our Indian 
citizens are the best educated, most 
productive citizens that we have." 

Keating called the Potawatomi 
Nation's offering the Internet access 
service "not only a very smart thing for 
the tribe, but also a very smart thing for 
the state." He said that efforts such as 
this are important in helping Oklahoma 
youngsters obtain a quality education 
and become "well-paid, productive 
citizens." 

Discussing the cooperative effort 
between the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
and Tecumseh's city government. Gov. 
Keating said, "The reality is, it's smart 
government. Why spend all your time 
in lawsuits? Why spend all your time 
bickering and arguing? The best thing to 
do is address an issue, resolve it in the 
mutual interests of both parties." 

Keating continued, "The tribe has 
assets. The tribe has wonderful people. 
So, why not partner with the city to 
make sure that both do what is best for 
their mutual best interest?" 


During the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation visit. Gov. Keating also learned 
about a program that provides adult 
mentor-role models for first-time 
youthful offenders. He praised the 
program and mentioned that First Lady 
Cathy Keating and he are regular 
participants in an Oklahoma City 
literacy program. 

In a brief ceremony, upon the visi- 
tors' arrival. Vice Chairman Capps 
presented a colorful Pendleton blanket 
to Gov. Keating and a beautiful shawl to 
Lt. Gov. Fallin. "It's a great honor to 
receive a Pendleton blanket from an 
Indian nation," Capps explained. 

Fallin, who is a Tecumseh native, 
promised to wear her shawl as she 
participates in the Red Earth Festival 
parade in Oklahoma City in June. 

CPN-Net is available on an all-you- 
can-use basis to Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation tribal members for $10 a month 
and to the public for $15 a month. (See 
accompanying story for in-depth 
information about CPN-Net.) 




Page 8 • HowNiKan * April 1 998 • Vol. 20, No. 4 




Committeeman Hilton Melot, Right, Presents A 
Potawatomi Jacket To Roy Melot, The Wisest 
Tribal Member Present At Age 83. 




The Youngest Tribal Member Present, Daniel Melot, Age Two Months, Got 
Plenty Of Attention From Committeeman Hilton Melot And Parents Carrie 

and Gary Melot 


Kids Found Lots Of Ways 
To Have Fun. The Two At 
Left Found A Way To Burn 
Off Some Energy While, 
Below Left And Right, 
Others Found Quieter 
Ways To Enjoy The Day 


Left: Art Contest 
Winner Barbara Potter 
With "Honoring 
Mshike," A Series Of 
Four Turtleshell Bags 


Shoppers Examine T-Shirts 
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Aahmes Event Center 
Livermore, California 
April 10, 1998 



Chairman Barrett Tells Tribal Members About Upcoming Events 


Regional Coordinator Jennifer Porter Visits With Suzanne 
Simon, UC-Berkley Grad And San Pablo, CA, Resident 


Above Left: The No Name Drum Provided Music For Dancing. Above Right: 
Victor Chalepah Demonstrates Southern Traditional Dancing. Below: 
Chairman Barrett Leads A Dance. 


Secretary-Treasurer Gene Bruno Discusses Issues 
With A Tribal Member 
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COLORADO 


Penny Bishop 

90 Meade Lane 
Englewood, CO 80110 
Local (303) 761-7021 
FAX (303) 761-1660 
Toll-Free (800) 531-1140 

SOUTH TEXAS 

Lu Ellis 

26231 Huffsmith-Conroe Rd. 
Magnolia, TX 77355 
Local (281) 356-7957 
Toll-Free (800) 272-7957 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Jennifer J. Porter 

5033 Vannoy Ave. 

Castro Valley, CA 94546 
Local (510) 886-4195 
Toll-Free (800) 874-8585 

OREGON/IDAHO 

Roscoe "Rocky" Baptiste 

Box 346, 525 Ivy Ave. 

Gervais, OR 97026 
Local (503) 792-3744 
FAX (503) 792-3744 
Toll-Free (800) 522-3744 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Jeremy Bertrand Finch 

250 Wigmore Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
Local (626) 403-0930 
FAX (800) 432-2008 

NORTH TEXAS 

Marjorie Hobdy 

31 32 Kathy Lane 
Irving, TX 75060 
Local (972) 790-3075 
Toll-Free (800) 742-3075 

SOUTHWEST 

Philonise Williams 

20415 N. 29th St. 

Phoenix, AZ 85024 
Local (602) 569-3073 
FAX (602) 569-6935 
Toll-Free (800) 452-8966 

MIDWEST 

Maryann Bell 

12516 Askew Dr. 

Grandview, MO 64030 
Local (816) 761-2333 
Toll-Free (800) 325-6639 
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Easter was a beautiful day here in 
North Texas and I'm sure it must have 
been in New Mexico. I need a corre- 
spondent in New Mexico to let me know 
how things are going out there. By the 
time you're reading this, our Regional 
Meeting will have already happened. I 
hope you were able to attend. 

Each year when the invitations are 
mailed for the meeting, quite a few are 
returned which indicates that we do not 
have your current address. 

Of course, if we don't have a current 
address for you, you are probably not 
getting your HowNiKan. But maybe 


someone in your family is getting one 
and you are reading this, so be sure and 
let us know when there is a change. The 
folks in Shawnee do a good job of 
keeping things up to date, but they also 
need our help. 

In case you have not read about the 
impending birth of our latest grand- 
child, you can read about it now. We 
now have a new member of our family, 
John Ware Lewis, 71bs., 19 1/2 inches 
long, born on Easter Sunday, April 12. 
How's that for a new beginning? He 
joins his big brothers, Tim and Ben, and 
the seven other grandchildren. We are 


blessed! 

The next project on our calendar is 
Pow-Wow beginning with Potawatomi 
Night on June 26. Election will be held 
on June 27. And Pow-Wow competition 
will be June 27 and 28. Mark your 
calendar with these dates and join us. It 
is an experience you will not regret. 

Also, if you are unable to attend, send 
for your absentee ballot and vote. You 
have not always had this privilege. Call 
if you have any questions. It's always 
good to hear from you. 

— Marj Hobdy 


Sdafia / CUeg-an / W, a & hi tig. to-n 


Bozho Nikan, 

Ni je na? Waw ni che'(I hope). We are 
W aw ni che (I'm good) here in Oregon. 
So glad spring is here and summer is 
just around the corner. The flowers are 
in bloom and Maxine's hay fever is 
blooming as well. I'm getting anxious to 
get to the fishing hole. 

By the time you read this we will 
have had our Regional meeting or just 
getting ready to leave for it. I hope all of 
you will bring something to enter in our 
art contest. Next year we will be going 
to Washington state for our Regional 
meeting. I realize it is a little far for 
some Oregon members, but this year the 
Washington members have to travel far. 

We are not doing too well with the 
Potawatomi directory, so try to remem- 
ber to send me your business card or 


what information you wish to have in 
the directory and we will see if we can 
get it all together this summer. 

On March 7th the Baptiste family had 
a naming ceremony for my three oldest 
children. It was a wonderful day with 
lots of sunshine and since we had it at a 
Boy Scout camp, way up in the moun- 
tains, it made it even a little more 
traditional and wonderful. The naming 
was at noon on Saturday with a won- 
derful meal served, lots of Elk stew, 
cornbread, hominy, and blackberry 
cobbler for dessert. Regena had a give- 
away in the afternoon and then every- 
one got into the games. 

While the women played games and 
learned the art of pine needle baskets, 
the men had contests with arrows, 
lances, and the sneak up game. But I 


must admit that the tomahawk throw 
took the most interest. At dark, by 
candlelight, Dave West's boys were still 
throwing the tomahawk. Evening 
brought ram, but no one seemed to 
mind with a wonderful potluck meal, 
drumming, visiting, and everyone 
getting ready to sleep over in the 20 
bunks in the cabin. Did anyone get any 
sleep? I DON'T THINK SO! 

Hope to see all of you at the meeting 
May 9th in Lincoln City. Remember this 
is Mother's Day, so make it special for 
Mom by taking her to a weekend at the 
coast, and the wonderful meal that is 
given by the Potawatomi Committee 
will be a real treat. See you there. 

Megwech, 

— Rocky Baptiste 




Bosho, Niconi, 

The flower show in the spring will be 
a doozy if all this rain has anything to 
do with it. Hope you are all safe and dry 
and not slip-slidin' away. 

Last weekend, I attended a fund- 
raising pow-wow for the American 
Indian Public Charter School. It was a 
small, caring, intimate pow-wow and I 
met some really nice folks. Because it 
was held in the school cafeteria, the 
drums especially resonated in the room. 

It was a happy time had by all, and I 
hope the school made enough money to 
help them with some of the things they 
desperately need. If you have some 
extra time and live near Oakland, 
consider donating items, money, or your 
time to a school which is helping at-risk 
Indian students learn academics and 
more about their culture. Contact Luke 
Enemy Hunter at 510-482-6000. 


Congratulations to Carrie and Gary 
Melot on the birth of their son, Daniel. 
Daniel was bom in February and 
attended his first Potawatomi meeting 
in April. Blessings to you all. 

By the time you read this, the re- 
gional meeting will be over, so I don't 
have a lot to report this time. Here are 
some more pow wow dates: 

TUNE 

6 — AIM PW, Union City, (510) 609- 
8517 

JULY 

3-5 — 21st Annual Three Rivers PW, 
13505 S. Union Rd., Manteca (209) 
858-2421 

10-12 — 1st Annual Memorial PW, 
Susanville (530)251-1844. 

10-12 — 2nd Annual Central Sierra 
Honoring Youth PW, Bear Valley 
near Arnold (209)795-3503 or 
(916)626-4128. 


Well, that's it. Please check with your 
local health clinics. They usually have 
flyers about local pow wows and other 
events. Sending you all good thoughts, 
— • — Jennifer J. Porter 
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Ahau, bosho mine' ngom, nikanes, 
(Okay, hello again today, friend), 

We are certainly enjoying some fine 
weather down here in Southeast Texas. 

Dad is walking with a cane now, 
rarely uses the walker, and is driving 
the car again. The broken hip is well 
mended, and we are grateful. We hope 
all of you are in good health. 

The hummingbirds are back, the 
wood sorrel is blooming, and I have 
been out cleaning the little gardens. John 
has found and killed two copperheads, 
so be aware, if you are outside working. 

We really enjoyed seeing all of you 
who were able to make it to the March 
7th Council Meeting. And, to those who 
were not here, we missed you! It was a 
good meeting. 

Our Chairman, Mr. "Rocky" Barrett, 
Jr., the entire Business Committee, our 
Deputy Administrator, Bob Trousdale, 
and Mr. Michael Dodson, our new P.R. 
gentleman, were here from Shawnee 
with us. We also heard from Ms. Elisa 
Phelps, Curator of Anthropology at the 
Museum of Natural Science here in 
Houston, who shared with us news of 
an extended Native American Exhibit to 
open in early June, and Ms. Deborah 
Scott spoke about the Health Coalition 
in Houston. 

Our Chairman, Mr. Barrett, made the 
announcement regarding the 
Potawatomi Tribal Center to be built 
here in Southeast Texas. That was 
indeed good news! We look forward to 
a long and fruitful experience with that. 
Imagine it! Our own meeting facility, 
elder health care, dance grounds, etc. 
Since Houston is about the only major 
city in the Nation without a Native 
American Center, it shall be a "first" 

M % d? : Ul 6 A t? 


here. 

We have talked again with Jonathan 
Hook, regarding the newly formed 
American Indian Resource Center. He 
has informed us today that he has been 
negotiating with one of the major oil 
companies willing to bring in some 
young (age 16+) Native Americans and 
train them in their Art Department, and 
to offer some training in interviewing 
skills in their Human Resources Depart- 
ment. If you are interested in this 
opportunity, call me, or E-mail Mr. 

Hook at the AIRC offices at 
jonhook@wt.net, for more information. 

The Alabama-Coushatta 30th Annual 
Pow-Wow is to be held June 5 and 6, 
1998, on the A/C Reservation at 
Livingston, Texas. Be sure to attend that; 
it is always a fine pow-wow. 

The Texas Kiowa Tia-Piah Society 
shall have their Annual Powwow on 
May 1-2, 1998, in Crowley, Texas. Our 
friend and Wordcraft Circle member 
Annette Arkeketa shall be the Head 
Lady Dancer there, so I encourage you 
all to go and support her on this occa- 
sion. 

It has been a good spring, eh? We 
look forward to a good summer. Sure 
hope, and expect, to see you all at the 
25th Annual Pau Wau on June 26, 27 
and 28, 1998. Potawatomi Day proved to 
be such a success last year, that the 
entire Pau Wau will be more 
Potawatomi oriented this year. Do 
come, and let's dance together! 

Take good care of each other. Pray 
for me too, when you put your tobacco 
down. 

Bama mine' ngotdek, 

— Lu Ellis 


Greetings from Kansas City, 

I hope everyone is doing well. I know you haven't heard much from this region 
lately. It has really been quite a trying time for me in the last five months. In 
October I had gallbladder surgery, got married in January, foot surgery in Febru- 
ary and moved again in March. Whew! I think I've gotten through it all in one 
piece. I'm ready to get settled down and get on with business. 

Our midwest regional council meeting will be held at the Radisson Hotel 
located at 8787 Reeder Rd., Overland Park, Kansas. The hotel is located just off 1-35 
and 87th street in Overland Park. The date is Saturday, May 30. Announcements 
will be in the mail around mid-May for those of you on my mailing list in the 
midwest region. Some of our tribal leaders will be there as well as Esther's ever 
popular tribal store. Remember to bring your old photos and stories to share. I 
hope to be seeing you there! Take care. 

Megwech, 

— Maryann Bell 




Greetings from Colorado: 

Spring has arrived in the Rockies, 
flowers are blooming, school will be out 
soon. This time of year everyone is 
antsy, ready to burst free of their winter 
hibernation dens. I am always reminded 
of a verse that my mother used to share 
with me at this time of year: 

Spring has come , 
the grass has riz, 

I wonder where the bluebird is , 

On March 17, John and I joined the 
Indian community in the Denver Metro 
area who attended the 3rd annual 
Spring Buffalo Feast and Honoring 
Ceremony at the Denver Museum of 
Natural History. Traditional buffalo 
stew with all the fixin's was served for 
dinner. The awards ceremony followed 
with awards given to various individu- 
als and organizations for contributions 


to the Indian community in the Rocky 
Mountain area. Flute music, the Lord's 
Prayer in sign language, storytelling, 
social dance styles and singing were also 
enjoyed. 

Denver March Pow-Wow was March 
19-22. This starts the season for serious 
pow-wow people. This is always a great 
event, the color and styles of new dance 
outfits are always a sight to behold. I am 
always thrilled to atttend, because I get 
to see family and friends I haven't seen 
since the end of the summer. 

It's pretty quiet here, kind of like the 
calm before the storm of summer 
activities. And today looks like a good 
day to hunt for a bluebird. 

Happy Spring! 

Until next time, 

— Penny Bishop 



CPotawaiomi 7Art Gon/es / 


All tribal members are eligible for the 1997-98 tribal art 
competition, which will be held at each regional council meeting 
this year with the winners entered in the overall contest at the 
1998 Pow-Wow. Check with your regional coordinator for 
more information. 
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Language conference offers valuable insights 


By ROBERT A. FAIRBANKS 
Special Correspondent 

(Sault Ste. Marie, MI) - More than 500 
Anishinabe language teachers, language 
students, and tribal leaders from 
Canada and the United States attended 
the Fourth Annual Ojibwe Language 
Conference. It was conducted at the 
Kewadin Casino and Convention Center 
in Sault Ste. Marie and was sponsored 
by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa and by Anishinaabemowin 
Teg. 

The four-day event began Thursday, 
April 2, with a traditional pipe cer- 
emony. 

Anishinaabemowin Teg, a society of 
Anishinabe teachers and students of the 
Ojibwe language, was founded four 
years ago to coordinate activities 
designed to preserve and revitalize the 
Ojibwe language. The society has 
conducted the language conference 
during the first weekend of April each 
year since its founding. 

In addition to several plenary ses- 
sions, 22 seminars were available to 
conference participants. Doris 
Boissoneau, society vice president and 
conference organizer, said, "The confer- 
ence has grown considerably each year." 
She added, "This is a time and place for 
everyone who is interested in saving the 
Ojibwe language to share ideas and 


teaching methods and, importantly, gain 
comfort that others share the same 
goal." 

"In some communities only those 
over 50 or 60 years of age speak the 
language," Boissoneau said. "When the 
language dies, the culture is no longer 
practiced and the people cease to be 
Anishinabe." 

The theme for this year's conference 
was "Speaking Our Language in Unity." 

Boissoneau said, "Another purpose of 
the annual conference is to overcome 
dialectic differences. Because so much of 
the language has been lost, some do not 
realize that Ojibwe, Odawa, and 
Potawatomi are the same language, 
Anishinaabemowin, with only minor, 
regional differences." 

"In fact," she added, "one seminar 
this year was devoted to explaining the 
subtle differences of the eastern dialect." 

Laura Buszard Welcher and Carol 
Berg of the Hannahville Potawatomi 
Community delivered a seminar en- 
titled, "Creating a Language Commu- 
nity: The Potawatomi Language Insti- 
tute." They told of the efforts that the 
Hannahville community has undertaken 
to revive the language. 

Anton Truer, a Professor of History at 
the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
from Leech Lake Reservation in north- 
ern Minnesota, explained in a confer- 


ence plenary session how he gained 
fluency in Anishinaabemowin. Treuer 
explained, "Eight years ago, I could not 
speak a word of Ojibwe. I took three 
years of Ojibwe from Earl Nyholm at 
Bemidji (Minn.) State University and put 
yellow name tags on everything in the 
house so I could remember the Ojibwe 
words." 

Truer said that "I often felt embar- 
rassed and awkward when I attempted 
to use what little I had learned. How- 
ever, I soon discovered that the elders 
were more than willing to help me after 
they saw that I was determined to 
learn." 

Treuer related how he often spent 
several weeks at a time assisting elders 
so that he could hear the language 
spoken. Treuer expressed special 
gratitude to Nyholm and. Archie Mosay 
for assisting him. He concluded, "If I 

can learn the Ojibwe language, anyone 

// 

can. 

LeAnn Littlewolf, a College of Saint 
Scholastica student, presented one of the 
most insightful academic papers at the 
conference. In her paper, 
"Anishinaabemowin as a Way of Being: 
Language, Culture, and Identity", 
Littlewolf said, "The Ojibwe language 
entails more than linguistic skills and a 
mode of communication; it is a vessel of 
Ojibwe cultural knowledge and a source 


for cultural identity." 

Littlewolf cautioned, "Without the 
language and traditions that constitute 
the Ojibwe culture, the Ojibwe people as 
a cultural entity no longer exist." She 
implored everyone to do his best to 
preserve the Ojibwe language. 

Other Ojibwe who participated in the 
conference are: Bug-O-Nay Ge-Shig, 
teacher, Henry Flouckin, and Fond du 
Lac Jim Northrup. Flouckin presented a 
seminar on how Ojibwe language 
instructors can make effective audiocas- 
sette tapes for young children. 

Northrup, author of "Walking the Rez 
Road," entertained the conference 
participants with readings from his 
book and some of his poetry. 

Editor’s Note: Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Chairman John A. "Rocky" Barrett, Jr. ex- 
pressed his congratulations on the Language 
Conference’s success. However, Chairman 
Barrett disagreed with the statement that 
"Ojibway is the same as Potawatomi, with 
only minor differences." 

Chairman Barrett pointed out that the CPN 
language project provided Ojibway tapes to 
CPN speakers and asked for their opinions. 
Each of them made similar comments: that 
the languages (Ojibway and Potawatomi) are 
similar in structure and grammar, but that the 
words of the two languages are very differ- 
ent. 
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L_i 

o/nJi G\a/V[wy^ 



ANIMALS: 




PEOPLE: 

Buffalo 

Bzheke 

Bear 

Mko 

Indian 

NeshnabJ 

Turtle 

MshikJ 

Horse 

NJgdosha 

Baby 

PenojJ 

Deer 

.Seksi 

Dog 

Nemosh 

Boy 

GigabJ 

Fish 

Gigos 

Bird 

BnJshi 

Boys 

GigabJyeg 

Cat 

Gazho 

Bee 

Amo 

Girl 

Gigyago 

Coyote 

Nanimwe 

Crane 

Jejak 

Girls 

Gigyagoy 

Eagle 

Gno 

Fly 

OjJ 

Man 

Nene 

Elk 

MshJwJ 

Moose 

Moz 

Woman 

KwJ 

Rabbit 

MzhewJ 

Racoon 

i Isben 




1 will eat. 

Nge wisen. 

MORE WORDS: 

We will eat. 

Nge wisnemen. 

1 am hungry 

Nbekde. 


We are hungry. 

Nbekdemen. 

We are full. 

Ndepsenimen. 


He/she is full. 

Depseni. 

Are you full? 

Gdepseni ne? 


Are you people full? Gdepsenim ne? 


ALPHABET: 


A - as in father 

J - as in jingle 

B - as in boy 

K - as in kink 

CH - as in chime 

M - as in man 

D - as in duck 

0 - as in soap 

E’ - as in bed 

P - as in past 

E - as in ton or sun 

S - as in say 

G - as in gun 

SH - as in shape 

H - as in hello 

T - as in time 

‘ - as in uh’ huh’ or e’ he’ 

W - as in wait * 

(yes) - a glottal stop, 

Y - as in yet 

a break in pronunciation of the 

Z - as in zero 

word, in the throat. 

ZH - as in measure 


I - as in green 



VOWELS: 


A -ah 
E’— eh 
I - ee 
O - oh 
E— uh 
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Ik J 


k^ill 


Ik 'A 


Ik -*• A 
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Tfie Legend of the Buffalo Featfier 


Stephen SMfHo 

Ccrpuyigiyl - FFf&'J. Stephen Si^ith 

T^QprintGd'BL^Grk^issior) 

CenTuries ago floor© was a tjolp Man who 
liued on Tb© shores of tb© Groat Viators in 
tb© Land of tbeTour Seasons a odor tbeBig 
SKu).T?)is Man liUod on tb© sboros of tb© Groat 
Taters in tb© Land of tbeTour Seasons andor 
tbeBig Skp with bis people who were callod 
tb©"P©apl© of tbeT^lac© of tb©Tire.7b© 
"Pecpl© of tbeTlace of tbeTire bad I Mod in 
tf)is land for hundreds of pears. 

"Tb©p were callod IheT'eaple of tb©T>lac© 
of fboTfro because tb©p bad boon gfuen tbo 
socrot of hooping fro alivje.Tb© tjolp Man bad 
spont Manp, Manp pears teaching bis pocplo. 
kocping'Tfo was just ono of tbo ManpBig 
Torders that bo shared with bis pocplo. t(e 
bad also boalod tbo sick, suMMoned rain and 
praped for peace. Of all tbeBig Tonders 
that caM© froM the Groat Spirit, tbo tjolp 
Mar consider od Trait) and TisdoM to be tb© 
biggest of tb©M all. 

Obese are the Most precious of all the gifts 
the Groat Spirit has givjen mo/ bo bad once 
said. This is what X Must givj© to Mp pecplo ; 
with Truth and TisdoM como all things.' 

The tjolp Mar. bad Manp children- fjis children 
bad Manp children- tjis children's children bad 
Manp, Mane/) cbldren. Of all bis lineage there 
was one little bo p wboM the tjolp Man callod 
Shadow Talker. tje was called Shadow Talker 
because where ©vjer the Old Man would go the 
bop was right at bis bools. 

Tbp do pou follow m© so? ashed the tjolp 
Man in frustration- 

"Because X liho p ou/ said the bop. 

‘X tbinh it is because p ou liho the shade/ 
retorted the rtolp Man 

Shadow Talker lovjed bis Great-Grandfa- 
ther tje was in aw© of bis gr eat wisdoM and 
Big Tonders. Tb© litlio bop called bis Great- 
Grandfather ‘Great One.’ The tjolp Man lihod 
that. 

The tjolp Man bad I Med Manp, Manp pears. 
Shadow Talker bad (Med onlp four. Been though 
tbo^e were r\anp pears between 1h©M, tbop 
enjoped each other's coupanp- One dap the 
tjolp Man said to Shadow Talker, To the Great 
Spirit we are brothers; cot-pared to fjn T aM 
poengor than pou/ 

Great 0 no/ said Shadow Talker, pou sap 
Manp things X do not understand.' 

'Mo too/ said tbo Old Man 

Shadow Talker and bis Great-Grandfather 
did Manp things together. Their favorite thing 
to do was to st on the hillside in the tail cool 
grass and watch all the creatures that the 
Great Spirit had Made. 

One dap while Iping down, watching an 
"Eagle soar in the skp, the tjolp Man thought 
out loud: Xf X had the wings of an Tagle X 
coud flp to the ends of the land, ovjer the 
land, ovjer the Great Taters and gather all 


_ ho TisdoM of the Tor Id.' 

Shadow Talker asked, Wouldn't pour wings get 
Trod? 

"Ah, pos. Bu Map be right, Shadow. TbeBagl© wings 
could nevjer carrp mo as far as needed/ said the 
tjolp Man. Sitting Up, the Old Man looked down into the 
vjallep epeing a herd ofBuffalo. Wow there is a 


boast's nostrils blowing "Hoe Old Man's long hair back 
ovjer his shoulders. This is aBig Tonder indeed/ said 
the tjolp Man- 

The tjolp Man fell to his knees lifting his hands 
toward the Big Skp and closed his epes. 

The Great Spirit has honored Mp request!' ho 
shouted. “tj© has delivered to mo this Magnificent 


Migbtp anMa! indeed/ said the tjolp Man- Xf X had the "Beast, so that X Map take Mp tired bones to ©vjerp 


strength and endurance of the "Buffalo, surelp X 
could walk to the end of the Earth ' 

"t|ow would pou get ovjer the Great Taters? 
asked the bop 

Nos, that is a di1©MMa/ said the tjolp Man 
'Shadow Talker,' said the tjolp Man- 
• Nos, Great One,' relied the little bop 
Nou ask Manp questions/ said the tjolp Man 
X aM sorrp, Great-Grandfather,' Shadow Talker 
said respectfullp. 

Nou need riot apologize/ encouraged the Old Man- 
Then the bolp Man had vjerp few daps left in the 
land, the Great Spirit caMO to hM in a dreary and 
pronounced, Nou bavj© been faithful in all things. Bu 
havte used upur gifts well. Bur people havje been well 
cared for. Xt is not long before pou join Me or) this 
side of tbo"Big Skp. Therefore X will giue one last gift 
to share wn~b pour people. As pou sap, it will be 
done. Speak now/ said the Great Spirit. 

To this the Old Man replied, Great One, Bu havje 
blessed Me with all blessings X aM honored to hakie 
been born aMong the“Pecple of theTire who I Me on 
the shores of the Great Taters in the Land of the 
Tour Seasons under tbe"Big Skp X hakie tried Mp 
best to use pour gifts wiselp."But there is one thing 
of which X aM not sure. X do not know if I hakie givien 
Mp people all the Truth and TisdoM that tbep will 
need.Before X join Bu on "Hie other side of the "Big 
Skp X bavje one final request. Xn order that X Might 
trosjol to the ends of this land and ovjer the Great 
Taters to gather all the Truth and TfsdoM that X 
can find, giue Me a MighTp"Buffalo to ride and let hM 
hakje wings like those of an "Eagle to carrp Me ovjer 
1t>e Great Taters. Tith this Magnffc©nt"Beast 
between Mp tired old legs, X will bring to Mp people 
all theTrutb and TisdoM of the world, so that their 
daps in this land will be long and prosperous under 
tb©"Big Skp ' 

"Let it be so,' replied the Great Spirit. 

The next Morning Shadow Talker was standing 
beside the tjolp Man's bed waiting for hM to awake 
just as he has evjerp Morning oince the bop had 
learned to walk. Leaning ovjer his Great-Grandfa- 
ther, nearlp nose to nose, Shadow Talker whispered, 
"Are pou asleep? 

The tjolp Man, opening one epe, repliedNos! Low go 
awapi.' 

But Great One/ insisted the bop, "the Great 
Spirit has sent pou aBigTonderl' 

"FjeMeMbering bB dreaM, the Old Man sat up quicklp, 
knocking heads with Shadow Talker.The tjolp Man 
stuMbled out of bs shelter rubbing the sleep froM bfe 
epos. Shadow Talker is right on h^ bfe heels. 

Great One,' whispered Shadow Talker. Tsn't it 
Marvielous 1 -' 

"Before tbeM standing as tall as two Men was the 
MagnificentBeast the tjolp Man had spoken of in his 
dreaM A ruk\bling hot breath streaMed froM the 


corner of the land and across t he Great Taters to 
gather up all theTrutb and TisdoM in the world and 
bring it back to Mp people 1 . The Great Spirit is great, 
indeed 1 ' 

As the Old Man opened his epes the Magnificent 
“Beast spread its wings and touched tbeM to the 
ground. The beasts wings were wider than the 
length of three Men laping end to end. The tjolp Man 
slowlp clipbed the wing of the best and straddled its 
broad back-The tjolp Man turned and said to Shadow 
Talker, Tbp do pou crp, litii© one? 

Take m© with pou, Great One' sobbed the bop 

This is a journep X M u st take on MM) ov ^o/ said the 
Old Man, 'but X bavjo a vjerp important job for pou to 
do for Me.Tjun to pour Mother and father and tell 
tbeM X go on Mp final journep. Tell tbeM to givje this 
Message to Mp people. X go to gather Truth and 
TisdoM Tom all the world X will soon bring it back to 
thep so that t heir daps in this land Map be long and 
prosperous under tb©"Big Skp.' 

Nos, Great One/ answered the bop as he hurried 
aWap. . 

1 he tjolp Man grabbed the "Beast's curlp Mane with 
both hands. 

Tip, MagnificentBoaslT he shouted. Tipi' 

Manp daps passed. Xt was sol©Mn tiMe for the 
"People of theTire under 1he"Big Skp in the land of 
tbeTour Seasons on the Shores of the Great 
Taters. Of all the people, Shadow Talker was the 
Most sad. tje spent his daps walking aiplesslp, kicking 
stones and occasionallp checking tbe"Big SKp for a 
gliMpso of his Great OneTo hM i? so©M©d an eter- 
nitp. 

One dap as he scuffed in the dust of the drp 
walkingpatb he saw in the distance a figure up on 
the hill ~ The vjerp hill where he and his Great 
Grandfather- used to watch all the Great Spirit's 
creatures, tje began To run Toward The hill *Tith 
evjerp stride of his short legs his grin grew wider. 
"Great On©!' b© shouted froM a distance. Great One, 
pou havje com© b°M©- Tanning as fast as his little 
feet would take hiH Shadow Talker Made his wap up 
the bill falling into the tall cool grass next to his 
Grea t-Gr andf att)©r . 

Great One/ b© said brealhlesslp, "what havje pou 
don© with the MagnificentBeast? 

"tje is off dancing and running in tbeBig Skp/ replied 
the Old Man- "tje is a vjerp plapful beast, tje reMinds 
M© of pou.' 

Tb© Two lap in the Tall grass, heads nearlp touch" 
ing, watching anPagle Make slow circles ovjerhead. 
Together thep savjored thee reunion with silence. 

After a while The tjole Man released a deep sigh- A 
tear forM©d in his epe and then trickled down his 
weathered cheek- 

Tbp are pou sad? asked Shadow Talker. 

To this The tjolp Man replied: 

The MagnficenTBeasT has Taken M© To kierp ends 
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of the land and acro55 the Great Viator. X haue 
flown to 1t)G place where the Sun sleeps. X haue 
traveled to the place where the Sun awakes. X 
ha^ie seer) a land where Stars dance in thoTSig Skp>. 
X haue seen a land that is couered with snow and 
ice. X havie seen panp) strange and wonderful crea- 
tures that the Great Spirit has Made. X hakie sat 
with other creatures who are like theXecpIe of 
theTre but deferent Tkep) also know the Great 
Spirit. Xn all of pp> journeys X hauc failed to find anp> 
new Truth X haue no new Vifsdop to bring to m p> 
people. X haue failed.' 

"Don't be sad, Great One/ said Shadow Viaiker. Vie 
do not need anything now.' 

dp sat the Old Man- Cupping the little bop)'s chubbp) 
cheeks in his bonds, the ijolp) Man pulled hM close. As 
their noses touched, the Old Man said, Vou, little one, 
are the teacher . Todap), X aM the pupil .' 

"Releasing the little bou), the tjolp) Mon oxclaiped, 
T^un! Go to U)cur Mother and Tather. Tell thop to 
gather pp> people.' The tjolp) Mon sat on the Magnfr 
cent “Beast, fjis people gathered abound. 

"Greetings, pp) children/ he. exhorted. Tt is a good 
dap) to be alikie.The Great Spirit has blessed mo 
with one f i'nal “Big VJonder . Soon X will join the Great 
Spirit on the other side of tho“Big SkpfDo p>ou see 
the MognficentTSeast before ppufThis beautiful 
creature has taken pe to the ends of the land and 
across the Great Viator, so that X could gather all 
of Truth and Viisdop and bring it back to upu. X did 


h. 


I 





this so that u)Our dapp in this land will be long and 
prosperous under the“Bfg Skp>. X aM before p>ou 
todau) to tell ppu that X houe found no now Truth to 
giue ppu. X haue no new Viisdop to ippart except 
for this one thing All the wisdop we seek is here 
with us, f we ho<jo epps to see it, if wo haue ears 
to hear ft. Ail theTruth we need is here apong us if 
w e havje feet to pursue it, if we havje hands to hold 
on to it. All the gifts of the Great Spirit are here 
for us f we hakje a heart to epbrace Ikep 

'So, now X leaoe it up to ppu, pp> beautiful people. 
Mac) ppur ep)es see far Ike the Cagle. Map> ppur 
ears be as keen as theTjabbit Map) ppur feet be 
swift ike theTeer Mop) p)Our hands hold as tight as 
the jaws of Ike Snapping Turtle . Map) the Great 
Spirit abide in p)OU heart's and pinds. 

T Must leavje this land and journop) to the other 
side of t*he“Big Skp).T)o not be sad on Mp) account’Do 
not concern ppcirselvjes with what toporrow will 
bring. "The Great Spirit is great indeed. t|e will rise 
froM apong p)OU a tjolu) One to show teach ppu in ail 
good things' 

After he had said these things the tjolp) Man 
turned the Magnf cent “Beast toward the hill where 
he and Shadow Viaiker had spent so puch tipe. "Cope 
with pe, Shadow Viaiker/ he safd lhep) pade their 
wap> up the h«1l "Reaching the tap the tjolp) Man 
clipbed down frop the Magnf icent'Beast. As his feet 
touched the long cool grass he turned to the “Beast 
and plucked a large feather frop its pightp) wing The 


Old Man handed the feather to Shadow 
Viaiker. 

The Great Sprit has placed a special 
blessing upon ppu, pp) Little One. Take this 
“Buffalo feather to repind p)Ou of all ppu havie 
seen and heard, keep it with pjou alwapp and 
pjour dau)S in this land will be long and pros- 
perous. X pust go but X will watch ppu grow 
into panhood frop the other side of the“Big 
Skp) Obop) p)Our Mother and Talker. Teach pp) 
people well.' 

Shadow Viaiker sobbed as tys Great' One 
clipbed the MagnficenfBeasts great wing 
"Good bu)Q, Great One' cried Shadow Viaiker. 
X will piss p)oa' 

'X will not be far awap)/ said the t| olp> Man- 

Grabbing the' Toasts curlp) pane with both 
hands, the Old Man said solepnlp), Tip), Magnfr 
cent~Beast, flp> ' 

"The “Beast began to beat its passivie wings, 
lifting the Old Man up into the “Big Skp). Xn just 
a popent the tjolp) Man and“Beast were out 
of sight. 

tears went bp). Shadow Viaiker becape a 
great teacher of this people. tjis grandchil- 
dren would ask hM to tell the storp) of the 
Groat One and ike Magnificent “Boast ouer 
and ouer again ^e nevjer grew tired telling 
thep the storp) how he cape to possess the 
“Buffalo Tea ther. 
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Thirty highway signs proclaim Potawatomi boundaries 


Continued from page 1 

when they enter or leave the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation. 

The Nation has purchased 30 
signs, which have been placed 
at each state and U.S. highway 
and interstate entrance into the 
tribe's jurisdiction. 

The Potawatomi Nation paid 
$7200 for the signs. 

According to Lisa Kraft, a 
tribal member and the Nation's 
Director of Transportation, 

"The signs are a way to pro- 
mote our unique heritage, 
something we are extremely 
proud of." 

The Transportation Depart- 
ment approved fabrication and 
installation of the signs on 
December 15, 1997. "We began 
this process in October 1997 and 
are very pleased to see it come 
to fruition," said John A. 
"Rocky" Barrett, Jr., Citizen 
Potawatomi Chairman. 

The process was reviewed by 
ODOT's governing board for 
compliance with the Nation's 
historic and contemporary 
boundaries. The current juris- 
dictional boundaries are those 
within which the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation administers 
social and health services for its 
tribal members and members of 
other Native American tribes. 

The signs are ODOT-stan- 
dard green and white. "If we 
had chosen billboards instead 
of highway signs to mark our 
boundaries," Kraft said, "we 
believe that travelers would 
have perceived the Potawatomi 
as advertising a product. 

"Instead, our goal is to 
promote awareness of Ameri- 
can Indian nations and people 
and their place in Oklahoma 
history. We intend to begin 
working with ODOT on Tour- 
ist-Oriented Directional Signs 


we 


Crated Signs Are Ready For Posting Along Highways 


(TODS) as a way to inform 
visitors about our Museum and 
Gift Shop, 18-hole golf course, 
FireLake Restaurant, entertain- 
ment center, pow wow and 
camp grounds, convenience 
store, and tribal headquarters." 

Many Shawnee and 
Pottawatomie County residents 
assume that the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation and the 
Absentee Shawnee Tribe shared 
a common reservation, in 
Oklahoma. "This is simply not 
the case," Kraft said. 

She explained, "On February 
27, 1867, the Citizen 
Potawatomi signed a treaty 
with the United States, forming 
their new reservation in Indian 
Territory." 

That reservation originally 
contained 575,870 acres. "The 
northern boundary was formed 


by the North Canadian River. 
The Canadian River created the 
southern boundary. The Citizen 
Potawatomi reservation was 
bounded on the east by the 
Pottawatomie (sic)-Seminole 
County line. The western 
boundary lay one-half mile 
west of the Indian Meridian," 
Kraft said. 

The Citizen Potawatomi had 
sold the remainder of their 
Kansas allotment lands to 
obtain the money to purchase 
the land in what is now 
Pottawatomie (sic) County, 
Oklahoma. 

When the Citizen 
Potawatomi arrived to inhabit 
the land they had purchased. 
Absentee Shawnee tribal 
members were living on 
portions of the new reservation. 

On May 23, 1872, the U.S. 


Congress enacted legislation 
awarding allotments to indi- 
vidual Absentee Shawnee tribal 
members within the new 
Potawatomi reservation. That 
action perpetrated the miscon- 
ception that the Citizen 
Potawatomi and the Absentee 
Shawnee have the same reser- 


vation. 

"Today," Kraft said, 
each struggle for our own 
identity in a world that is 
increasingly buying into pan- 
Indianism. The Citizen 
Potawatomi are a Great Lakes 
Woodlands Nation, who were 
forcibly removed as a result of 
the Indian Removal Act of 
1830." 

After moving from the Great 
Lakes Region to Kansas, in 
phases, and on into Oklahoma, 
the Potawatomi are still trying 
to reconcile rightful ownership 
of their former reservation 
lands and to hold onto the 
memories which live on for 
them throughout Pottawatomie 
(sic) and Cleveland Counties. 

"Our Nation felt that the best 
way to promote our heritage 
and launch our people proudly 
into the next century was to 
initiate a campaign to promote 
our unique relationship with 
the state and the people of 
Oklahoma as part of 
Oklahoma's living history," 
Kraft said. 

Today, the Nation has 
approximately 500 acres of land 
in tribal trust. About 5,000 acres 
of land that still belongs to 
individual allottee descendants 
is in trust. 






CITIZEN POTAWATOMI NATION 
REQUEST FOR RALLOT . 199# ELECTION 

In order to comply with the 1998 Election Ordinance, please fill out this form and 
return to: Potawatomi Section Committee, P.0. Box 310, Tecumseh, OK 74873 


NAME: 


DATE OF BIRTH: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY, STATE & ZIP: 


Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare this to be my legal signature and 
Potawatomi Tribal Roll Number: 


SIGNATURE: 


TRIBAL ROLL #: 


TI1S FORM MUST BE H THE HANDS OF TIE ELECTION C0NMTTCE BY JURE 7,1888 


Bruno > Capps re-elected 
without opposition 

i i 

Two members of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation's five- 
person elected governing body have been returned to their 
positions without opposition. Linda Capps of Tecumseh, Vice 
Chairman, and Gene Bruno of Oklahoma City, Secretary-Trea- 
surer, drew no opponents in the three-day filing period, from 
March 30 through April 1. 

As provided for in Article VII, S-101 of the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation Election code. Vice Chairman Capps and Secretary- 
Treasurer Bruno are deemed re-elected. That section states, 
"Any candidate who is unopposed for an office shall: (a) Ap- 
pear on the ballot with the designation 'unopposed' printed 
next to his name and (b) on election day, be deemed elected to 


ifeiii 


that office. 

Mrs. Capps and Mr. Bruno will serve new four-year terms. 

The election code provides that Capps and Bruno are to be 
installed 'immediately following the election.' To provide for 
an opportunity to contest even unopposed elections, the term 
'immediately' translates, in this instance, to some time very 
shortly after 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, 1998. 

In Article IX, S9-211, the code provides for a contest period of 
two business days. "The Election Committee shall certify the 
election results for all uncontested offices immediately after 
the two (2) working day period for filing an election contest 
expires," it says. Article XI, Sll-103 gives any candidate who 

m . • m + 4 gm /. 

rs after announce- 


ment of the certified abstract of election results" to do so. 

The election code's Chapter Two, S9-206 calls for Election 
Committee members to "read the certified abstract (of election 
results) aloud to the public" at the close of vote counting. 
Weaving these provisions together provides for Mrs. Capps' 
and Mr. Bruno's being sworn in after the contest period closes 
at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, provided there is no contest. 

Teresa Vieux, who works in the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Employment and Training Program, was unopposed for a full 
two-year term on the Grievance Committee. 
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